
Understanding more about 
our Learning Powers 



Luke 2:41-52  Jesus As A Boy 
Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Passover festival. When Jesus was 
twelve years old, they went to the festival as usual. When the festival was over, they went 
home, but Jesus stayed in Jerusalem. His parents did not know about it. They travelled for 
a whole day thinking that Jesus was with them in the group. They began looking for him 
among their family and close friends, but they did not find him. So they went back to 
Jerusalem to look for him there. 

After three days they found him. Jesus was sitting in the Temple area with the religious 
teachers, listening and asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at 
his understanding and wise answers. When his parents saw him, they wondered how this 
was possible. And his mother said, “Son, why did you do this to us? Your father and I were 
very worried about you. We have been looking for you.” Jesus said to them, “Why did you 
have to look for me? You should have known that I must be where my Father’s work is.” 
But they did not understand the meaning of what he said to them. 

Jesus went with them to Nazareth and obeyed them. His mother was still thinking about all 
these things. As Jesus grew taller, he continued to grow in wisdom. God was pleased with 
him and so were the people who knew him. 



Luke 18:1-8  God Will Answer His People 
Then Jesus taught the followers that they should always pray and never lose hope. He 
used this story to teach them.  

Once there was a judge in a town. He did not care about God. He also did not care what 
people thought about him. In that same town there was a woman whose husband had 
died. She came many times to this judge and said: “There is a man who is doing bad 
things to me. Give me my rights!”  

But the judge did not want to help the woman. After a long time, the judge thought to 
himself, “I don’t care about God. And I don’t care about what people think. But this woman 
is bothering me. If I give her what she wants, then she will leave me alone. But if I don’t 
give her what she wants, she will bother me until I am sick!” 

The Lord said, “Listen, there is meaning in what the bad judge said. God’s people shout to 
him night and day, and he will always give them what is right. He will not be slow to 
answer them. I tell you, God will help his people quickly. But when the Son of Man comes 
again, will he find people on earth who believe in him?” 



Matthew 25:14-30    A Story About Three Servants 
Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his 
wealth to them. To one he gave five talents, to another two bags, and to another one 
bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who had 
received five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags 
more. So also, the one with two talents gained two more. But the man who had received 
one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time 
the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. The man who had 
received five talents brought the other five. “Master,” he said, “you entrusted me with five 
talents. See, I have gained five more.” 

His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 
few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!” 

The man with two talents also came. “Master,” he said, “you entrusted me with two talents; 
see, I have gained two more.” His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful servant! 
You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and 
share your master’s happiness!” 

Then the man who had received one bag of talents came. “Master,” he said, “I knew that 
you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have 
not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out and hid my talents in the ground. See, 
here is what belongs to you.” 

His master replied, “You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not 
sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my 
money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back 
with interest. So take the bag of talents from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 
For whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not 
have, even what they have will be taken from them. And throw that worthless servant 
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 



Matthew 14:13-21  Jesus Feeds More Than 5000 

When Jesus heard what happened to John, he left in a boat. He went alone to a place 
where no one lived.  But the people heard that Jesus had left. So they left their towns and 
followed him. They went by land to the same place he went. When Jesus got out of the 
boat, he saw a large crowd of people. He felt sorry for them, and he healed the ones who 
were sick. 

Late that afternoon, the followers came to Jesus and said, “No one lives in this place. And 
it is already late. Send the people away so they can go to the towns and buy food for 
themselves.” 

Jesus said, “The people don’t need to go away. You give them some food to eat.” 

The followers answered, “But we have only five loaves of bread and two fish.” 

Jesus said, “Bring the bread and the fish to me.” Then he told the people to sit down on 
the grass. He took the five loaves of bread and the two fish. He looked into the sky and 
thanked God for the food. Then he broke the bread into pieces, which he gave to the 
followers, and they gave the food to the people. Everyone ate until they were full. When 
they finished eating, the followers filled twelve baskets with the pieces of food that were 
not eaten.  

There were about 5000 men there who ate. There were also women and children who ate. 



Corinthians 13:5-11  Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians asking them 
to challenge themselves 

Look closely at yourselves. Test yourselves to see if you are living in the faith. Don’t you 
realise that Christ Jesus is in you? Of course, if you fail the test, he is not in you.  

But I hope you will see that we have not failed the test. We pray to God that you will not do 
anything wrong. Our concern here is not for people to see that we have passed the test in 
our work with you. 

Our main concern is that you do what is right, even if it looks as if we have failed the test.  

We cannot do anything that is against the truth but only what promotes the truth.  

We are happy to be weak if you are strong. And this is what we pray—that your lives will 
be made completely right again. 

I’m writing this before I come so that when I am there I will not have to use my authority to 
punish you. The Lord gave me that authority to make you stronger, not to destroy you. 

Now, brothers and sisters, be filled with joy.  

Try to make everything right, and do what I have asked you to do.  

Agree with each other, and live in peace.  

Then the God of love and peace will be with you. 



Exodus 18:13-27  Jethro advises Moses 

The next day Moses took his seat to serve as judge for the people, and they stood around 
him from morning till evening. When his father-in-law saw all that Moses was doing for the 
people, he said, “What is this you are doing for the people? Why do you alone sit as 
judge, while all these people stand around you from morning till evening?” 

Moses answered him, “Because the people come to me to seek God’s will. Whenever 
they have a dispute, it is brought to me, and I decide between the parties and inform them 
of God’s decrees and instructions.” 

Moses’ father-in-law replied, “What you are doing is not good. You and these people who 
come to you will only wear yourselves out. The work is too heavy for you; you cannot 
handle it alone.  

“Listen now to me and I will give you some advice, and may God be with you. You must be 
the people’s representative before God and bring their disputes to him.  Teach them his 
decrees and instructions, and show them the way they are to live and how they are to 
behave. But select capable men from all the people—men who fear God, trustworthy men 
who hate dishonest gain—and appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties 
and tens.  Have them serve as judges for the people at all times, but have them bring 
every difficult case to you; the simple cases they can decide themselves. That will make 
your load lighter, because they will share it with you. If you do this and God so commands, 
you will be able to stand the strain, and all these people will go home satisfied.” 

Moses listened to his father-in-law and did everything he said. He chose capable men 
from all Israel and made them leaders of the people, officials over thousands, hundreds, 
fifties and tens. They served as judges for the people at all times. The difficult cases they 
brought to Moses, but the simple ones they decided themselves. 

Then Moses sent his father-in-law on his way, and Jethro returned to his own country. 



Nehemiah 4:6-23 Rebuilding the walls of 
Jerusalem together 
We built the wall of Jerusalem all the way around the city. But it was 
only half as tall as it should be. We did this much because the people 
worked with all their heart. 

 But Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites, and the men from Ashdod were very angry. They 
heard that the people continued working on the walls of Jerusalem. So all these men got together and 
made plans against Jerusalem. They planned to come and fight against the city. But we prayed to our 
God. And we put guards on the walls to watch day and night so that we could be ready to meet them. 

And so at that time the people of Judah said, “The workers are becoming tired. There is too much dirt 
and trash in the way. We cannot continue to build the wall. And our enemies are saying, ‘Before the 
Jews know it or see us, we will be right there among them. We will kill them and that will stop the 
work.’”  Then the Jews living among our enemies came and said this to us ten times, “Our enemies are 
all around us. They are everywhere we turn.” 

So I put some of the people behind the lowest places along the wall, and I put them by the holes in the 
wall. I put families together, with their swords, spears, and bows. After looking over everything, I stood 
up and spoke to the important families, the officials, and the rest of the people. I said, “Don’t be afraid 
of our enemies. Remember the Lord, who is great and powerful! You must fight for your brothers, your 
sons, and your daughters! You must fight for your wives and your homes!” 

Then our enemies heard that we knew about their plans. They knew that God ruined their plans. So 
we all went back to work on the wall. Everyone went back to their own place and did their part. From 
that day on, half of my men worked on the wall. The other half of my men were on guard, ready with 
spears, shields, bows, and armour. The army officers stood behind all the people of Judah who were 
building the wall. The builders and their helpers had their tools in one hand and a weapon in the other 
hand. Each of the builders wore his sword at his side as he worked. The man who blew the trumpet to 
warn the people stayed next to me. Then I spoke to the leading families, the officials, and the rest of 
the people. I said, “This is a very big job and we are spread out along the wall. We are far from one 
another. So if you hear the trumpet, run to that place. We will all meet together there, and our God will 
fight for us!” 

So we continued to work on the wall of Jerusalem, and half the men held spears. We worked from the 
first light of the morning until the stars came out at night. At that time I also said this to the people, 
“Every builder and his helper must stay inside Jerusalem at night. Then they can be guards at night 
and workers during the day.” So none of us took off our clothes - not me, not my brothers, not my men, 
and not the guards. Each of us had our weapon ready at all times, even when we went to get water. 


