
Information on the new Autism Assessment pathway
We are pleased to inform you about our new 12-month pilot project for autism assessment referrals. The aim is to offer early support and a fair, equal service for all based on the needs of families.

Criteria

· Must be registered with a Stockport GP
· Aged 5 to 16 (pre-school children will receive support from the child development unit and over 16s should be referred to the adult assessment team by their GP)
· Evidence of the ‘assess, plan, do, review’ cycle for 3 months at school

Referral form

School SENCo, together with the child’s parent or carer, can refer via the new ASD 
referral form (see end of letter)

The referral form with relevant supporting documents can be sent to 
cyp@stockport.gov.uk

If a child is out of school, a GP and a child’s parent or carer can email 
cyp@stockport.gov.uk to request a referral on to the pathway.  


What happens next?

The referral form, together with supporting documents (from existing or past schools including any specialist educational professionals or other health professionals) are checked and shared with our early help pathway advisers.
A contact record on our online database (Liquid Logic) is created and the referral is screened for any mental health and safeguarding concerns. This is to ensure that the correct support is offered at the earliest opportunity. 
Where there are any underlying mental health or safeguarding concerns, families are contacted and supported by our CAMHS mental health practitioners and social workers within the early help and multi-agency safeguarding support hub (MASSH) team.
The referral form together with relevant supporting documents are then shared with our triage panel members and discussed at a weekly triage meeting.

Triage panel

The panel consists of up to 2 mental health practitioners from CAMHS who have additional specialist knowledge in assessing for autism, 2 ASD specialist speech and language therapists, an autism team member, 2 senior social work practitioners and the strategic Lead role for autism.
The panel members decide whether or not the child should progress on the new autism assessment. This ensures that the correct and most accurate information is available to help children and young people receive the right support at the earliest opportunity.
If the panel needs further information, they will contact the parent or carer, SENCo or other professionals involved.
If a child does not progress, the team will provide advice to the parent or carer, SENCo and GP on suggested support.
If a child does progress, the parent or carer will be contacted regarding next steps such as having a school observation and a developmental history appointment. 

Who is responsible for delivering this service

When a child is referred to the new pilot pathway, the clinical, quality and safety governance will sit under Stockport Family. 
If a child requires a specialist ADOS assessment, Pennine Care Foundation Trust’s Stockport CAMHS will write to the parent or carer requesting permission for the child’s care to be transferred.
If a child requires a mental health assessment and not an autism assessment, please make a referral to the early help pathway via MASSH on 0161 217 6028, select option 2 or use the online referral form at stockport.gov.uk/contacting-the-massh,
Families currently open to Stockport CAMHS can contact them directly on 0161 716 5868.

Support available now

Through this difficult time, the Social Communication Team are still available and happy to help:

· All parents/carers are welcome to join the closed Facebook Group, where you can chat to other families and professionals. You can join this by visiting www.bit.ly/stockportat 
· The Social Communication Team have a virtual monthly parent support group, which you’re welcome to attend. Information of this group is attached.
· The team will also be starting a separate monthly drop-in session where you can ask specific questions or ask advice. Invites to these will be sent to you over email.
· There are a number of webinars available to watch back on the PACTS website: www.pactstockport.co.uk/webinars. More webinars are also coming soon. 
· Parents/carers can also email pdpathway@stockport.gov.uk to speak to the Social Communication Team.
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Autism Referral Questionnaire 

(This form is to be completed by the SENCO with Parent/Carer together)
(Please send all supporting reports/ letters/ documents to: cyp@stockport.gov.uk)

*Please note, a language interpreter can be arranged if family require.

Please send this referral form to the MASSH early help pathway. The information will then be screened and discussed at a multi-disciplinary triage meeting within Stockport Family. CAMHS staff are part of the triage panel but please note cases will sit under Stockport Family not CAMHS until they are at the point of requiring an ADOS assessment. As the young person will not be open to CAMHS if you have an urgent mental health concern you will need to contact the MASSH Team on 0161 217 6028 and dial option 2.


	Name of Child:
	

	Date of Birth:
	[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]

	GP Name and Address:
	

	School:
	

	Persons Completing Form:
Date Completed:
Contact Number:
	

	Home Address:
Parent/ Carer contact number:
	


	Home Language:
Is an interpreter required?
	




	Current Concerns – Parents 



	

	Current Concerns – School 




	.










	Please provide evidence of a robust assess, plan, do, review process which reflects the impact of the additional provision that has been put in place to meet the child’s holistic (including social communication) needs. (Documentation is likely to include a one-page profile and a support plan which have been reviewed and refined over time).








ASD Features Seen (refer to red flags) 



Please tick the relevant boxes and make comments as appropriate (if there is a difference of opinion between home and school completing the form, please include both perspectives)


	Social Communication
	No concern
	Concern at home
	Please explain your concerns at home
	Concern at school
	Please explain your concerns at school

	· Ability to respond when called by name
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to follow verbal instruction in a 1:1 setting
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to respond to verbal instructions in a group setting 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to follow verbal instructions in a whole class setting
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to take turns in conversation
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to initiate conversation 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to change topic of conversation 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to maintain an appropriate conversation 
(clarify)
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to show awareness of the listener’s needs
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to give appropriate non-verbal signals to the listener
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to change the topic or style of a conversation to suit the listener
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to appropriately change the volume and tone of voice
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to recognise and respond to non-verbal cues, e.g. frown
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to understand implied meanings
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to tell or write an imaginative story 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to relate to a sequence of events
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to give a simple sequence of instructions
	
	
	
	
	




	Social Interaction
	No concern
	Concern at home
	Please explain your concerns at home

	Concern at school
	Please explain your concerns at school


	· Ability to use gesture, body posture, facial expression and eye to eye gaze in 1:1 situation
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to use gesture, body posture, facial expression and eye to eye gaze in group interaction 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to follow social cues in 1:1 with adults
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to follow social cues in 1:1 with other children
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to follow social cues in group interaction
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to share an activity with other children 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to share an activity with an adult 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to develop peer relationships
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to seek comfort/affection when upset
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to offer comfort/affection to others 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to share on others enjoyment/pleasure
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to imitate other children
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to imitate adults
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to show different responses to different people in different situations
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to respond appropriately to social praise
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to respond appropriately to criticism
	
	
	
	
	




	Flexibility and imagination
	No concern
	Concern at home
	Please explain your concerns at home

	Concern at school
	Please explain your concerns at school


	· Ability to have varied interests
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to share interests
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to change behaviour according to the situation
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to accept changes in rules, routines or procedures
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to play imaginatively when alone
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to play imaginatively with others
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to accept others points of view
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to generalise learning
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to transfer skills across the curriculum
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to plan an event 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to suggest possible explanations for events
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to use inference and deduction
	
	
	
	
	




	Motor and Organisational Skills
	No concern
	Concern at home
	Please explain your concerns at home

	Concern at school
	Please explain your concerns at school


	· Ability to find their way around the classroom 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to find their way around the school 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to sit still 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to sit still amongst a small group 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to sit still amongst a large group e.g. assembly
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to find and organise the equipment they need for a given task 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to write legibly and draw accurately 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to get changed without help e.g. PE 

	
	
	
	
	

	· Ability to organise their movements in PE and games 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Any repetitive hand or finger movements 
	
	
	
	
	








	Comparable to peers
	Slightly delayed
	Significantly delayed
	Language exceeding peers

	
	
	
	


Cognition and Learning





  Please provide all relevant information linked to current attainment levels. 
 
Have they been seen by educational psychology or other professionals? (If so, please enclose any reports and evidence of how this advice has linked into day-to-day strategies, provision and/or interventions). 
 
Do they have a Special Educational Needs (SEN) support plan, Education, health and Care (EHC) plan, or any other support plans? (If so, please enclose relevant documents). 
 
 


 
 



	Comparable to peers
	Slightly delayed
	Significantly delayed
	Language exceeding peers

	
	
	
	


Language Abilities








If you have ticked significantly delayed, please give additional information and confirm whether speech and language therapy triage has taken place before referral. If SALT advice has been sought, please provide a copy of their report and evidence of how this advice has linked into day-to-day strategies, provision and/or interventions.  





Motor Abilities


(Please give additional information and indicate whether they have been seen by Occupational Therapy service or taken to an OT triage, and please provide a copy of the report if OT have already assessed and evidence of how this has linked into day-to-day strategies, provision and interventions).
	Please describe any concerns at HOME and any interventions you have tried i.e. Motor Skills United/ Occupational Therapy



	Please describe any concerns at SCHOOL and any interventions you have tried i.e. Motor Skills United/ Occupational Therapy




Sensory Issues 


(Please give additional information and indicate whether they have been seen by Occupational Therapy service or taken to an OT triage, and please provide a copy of the report if OT have already assessed and evidence of how this has linked into day-to-day strategies, provision and interventions).



	Please describe any sensory concerns at HOME and any interventions you have tried I.e Occupational Therapy



	Please describe any sensory concerns at SCHOOL and any interventions you have tried I.e Occupational Therapy









Anxiety/ stress
 

	Examples of settings or situations at HOME where the child shows anxiety, stress or frustration
Hates changes in routine



	Examples of settings or situations at SCHOOL where the child shows anxiety, stress or frustration

 








Family History

	Are there any other family members with a diagnosis of Autism? If so, please describe any current support in place




 


	Any other information:
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