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TOP TIPS 
· Slow down the pace of your interaction

· [image: image2.wmf]Slow down the speed of your words and use a ‘sing-song’ intonation. This will help the child listen more easily
· Give plenty of time to respond

· Pausing is a way of getting the child’s attention and giving them time to ‘catch up’ with the activity. Use pauses to prepare the child for each activity
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· Use gestures/signs
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Use sign to support your spoken language as much as possible
· Use pictures/photos/objects as points of reference

· Visual learning is a strength and will help the child remember and follow instructions
· Repeat, repeat, repeat

· Highlight and repeat key words. Use consistent vocabulary as this will help the child follow and understand more easily
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Use fewer words 

· Keep instructions short. Give them in chunks. Instead of saying “come on it’s time to go out now” you might say “time to go”; “coat on”.
· Take turns and be face to face

· Slow down the speed of your talking and wait for the child to respond

· Being face to face will support the child’s attention and give them visual cues
· Introduce a small number of new things at a time

· Relate new concepts to what the child already knows
· Generalise new skills

· Create opportunities to use new skills in a variety of learning situations. Use lots of visuals.
· Good communication between home and school will extend the child’s opportunities to practice their new skills across different environments 
· Don’t be afraid to revisit old skills

· This will help the child retain previously learned skills and apply them to new learning situations 
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Hug teddy!





More?








