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The Speech and Language Profile of children with Down Syndrome
Speech and language skills are delayed relative to non-verbal skills.
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       STRENGTHS
· Positive personalities, good empathy, good at picking up on emotions, have the ability to learn good social skills from others

· Use of gestures to communicate

· Vocabulary can be learned slowly and steadily

· Learning by visual modality is most successful – better visual memory and processing

· Can learn sight vocabulary that will influence speech and language development

· Respond well to structure and routine

· Good behaviour relative to cognitive ability and communication skills

NEEDS

· Spoken production of words lags behind comprehension

· Difficulties using language for thinking, reasoning and remembering.  Primarily caused by poor auditory memory

· Difficulty in acquiring phonological awareness skills

· Significant risk of hearing difficulties

· Significant difficulties with speech production – articulation, phonology and planning
· Slower processing time
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